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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK................ 
 
Greetings in the name of our Sovereign, Jesus Christ............ 
      Very soon you will be getting some of the results of the interviews we did in the spring. 
They are very interesting. One of the big learning's was that many people did not understand 
the difference between a "settled Pastor" and a part-time Minister so I have been asked to deal 
with that. 
      I put down some of my thoughts and checked with the Conference Area Minister and 
others. 
Simply put it comes to this: 
      A "Settled Pastor" is YOUR pastor, a shepherd, and one who usually lives in or near the 
community.  He/She works an average of forty-five hours per week, no more than three 
evenings per week and has two days off. He/She is generally easily available for emergencies, 
weddings and funerals, study groups and youth work, as well as service in the community. 
      A part-time Minister may or may not live in or near the community. The hours per week are 
determined by the salary offered. The job description is determined by his/her skills, the needs 
of the church and the compensation. Since he/she may be working another part-time job 
he/she may not be as readily available for emergencies or funerals. 
      Having said all this, I am aware that there are some profiles available of people who are 
looking for part-time ministries. 
                                                            Yours in Christ...............Scott 
 



OFFICE HOURS 

The Office Hours will change beginning in September. 

MONDAY 9:00am - 2:30pm 

TUESDAY 9:00am - 12:00noon 

FRIDAY 9:00am - 2:30pm 

 

 
^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^  

Liturgists  
are needed to read at Sunday service.   

Please sign up 
 on the sheet on the board 

 in the Vestry. 
 

       
 

 

 
Dear Friends, 

To beautify our beloved Forest Street Union Church grounds, I have created a plan with 
my Girl Scout Troop to install gardens at the front of the church on September 6th so that not 
only us, but any passerby, can look upon the beauty of this place. But we cannot do it alone, 
we need your time and any gardening supplies you would be able to donate or let us borrow 
for our cause. Would you please donate the following: 
  -Mulch 
  -Soil 
  -Perennial Flowers  
  (Including Euphorbia Polychroma, Beebalm, Tulips, Daffodils, and Dahlias) 
  -Annual Flowers 
  -Your Time 
A sign-up sheet will be available at the church in the Vestry Room. 
Please contact me if you are will to help at kcwalko@comcast.net.  
Thank you and I greatly appreciate your time and consideration. 

-Kasey Walko and Troop #89  
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Many thanks to all for your input in our spring surveys.  They have been very positive and very 
enlightening.  We have finished with the compilation of the results and they will be distributed 
in the fall.  During the service on October 12, Steve Steiner and Trudi Driscoll will update us 
the results and will preview our visioning session on Saturday, November 8. 
 
Please be sure to put November 8 on your calendars.  We will spend time with Alice Mann, 
from The Alban Institute in a session on defining the vision for our church.  Alice Mann served 
for two decades in the dual roles of local pastor and nationally recognized consultant-trainer in 
the field of congregational development, with emphasis on incorporating new members, 
redeveloping struggling congregations, and deepening parish spirituality. Her strength is 
engaging groups in practical learning and candid conversation about the choices church 
leaders face today 
 
We also wanted to address one question that came up in the surveys as to when our church 
joined the United Church of Christ. This took place in 1963. 
 
We are looking forward to these fall events and excited about the next steps that we will take in 
our process in the coming year! 

 

 From the Collector…  
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FROM THE DEACON'S CLOSET 
Fall at Forest Street is a busy and exciting place.  Our Deacons for September are 

Robin LaTorre and Barry Reich.   Trudi Driscoll and Steve Steiner will be covering the 

Service Sunday October 12 during Scott's vacation.  This will be a special service that 

will share updates from the Core Committee. 

Our Area Minister, Rev. Carol Atwood-Lyons will be a guest at services on October 26. 

The next Deacons meeting will be September 14, 2008 after service. 

Respectfully, 

Barbara Barbieri  

 

Council Meeting 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2008 

7:00PM 

Looking forward to seeing someone from every commit tee at the meeting.  

Nancy Pollock, Moderator 
978-681-8976 or nancyandjim95@comcast.net  

 
 
 

Scott's Remaining Vacation Time:   
 Scott will take his third week of vacation following worship on September 7 
through the 14th.  His fourth week will be October 8 through October 14. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WORSHIP WATCH 
                               

        
 
 
SEPTEMBER 7      RALLY SUNDAY!  

Best Wishes 

Communion  

 Food Cart 

          Scripture for the Day: Matthew 18:15-20         

 Sermon:  "Refrigerator Rights " 

 Commissioning Teachers 

           

SEPTEMBER 14  

   

 Scripture for the Day: Matthew 18:21-35 

         Sermon:  " " 

    

             

SEPTEMBER 21 Scripture for the Day: Matthew 20:1-16a 

            Sermon:  "Life's Not Fair! "  

    

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS: 

 

On Sunday, September 7th we will kick off our church school year.  Whether  

you are returning to us or are a new family, welcome! We have a fun year  

full of activities, crafts and events planned just for you. This year we are  

also anticipating the confirmation and first communion of several students.  

Registration forms and calendars will be passed out on the 7th, and also  

available on the CE/Sunday School bulletin board. We certainly have a lot to  

look forward to! We would also love to include other adults and teens in the  

Christian Education of our youth. If you would like to help out occasionally  

please let one of us know. 



Church School Classes:  

   

Confirmation (Grade 9)  - Robin LaTorre/Amy White     

Grades 7&8  - Brenda Gregg      

Grades 3-5  - Nancy Barton/Kim Walko 

Pre K - Grade 2  - Cherie Smeltzer/Teen Volunteers 

 

During our Sunday school classes the children will do an activity or lesson  

based on the same bible readings as in our church service. If your child  

would like to bring a small offering it will be collected during class time  

as well. 

Once the lesson has ended, children will come to Coffee Hour. 

Any donations of food or drink to "the kids' table"  are greatly appreciated! 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

POINT TO PONDER..........Come work for the Lord.   
The work is hard and the hours are long. 

The pay is low but 
the retirement benefits are out of this world. 

 



 

The Annual Penny Social . 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2008 
VFW  26 River Street 

Methuen, MA 
 

Ticket on sale @ 4:00PM 
        Drawing starts @ 6:00PM 

Thanks for your support! 
       �

 
 

  From the Hospitality Committee:    
 The summer months have gone by so quickly  !!!!!       During the months of July and 
August, Fellowship Time was still served and, those who attended church did still stop and have that 
cup of hot coffee and a cool drink.  Yummy desserts were served and enjoy by all. 
  
I apologize that I don't have all the names who had provided the refreshments.  But thanks to all who 
hosted the Fellowship time. 

July 6th:    The Smeltzer Family 
July 13th:  Ruth Y.  and Charlotte 

July 20th:    ? ? 
July 27th:  Carolyn  and Ruth H 

  
August  3rd   Charlotte and Ruth Yanagi 

August 10th 
August 17th   Carolyn and Ruth H 

August 24th   Nickolas Walko 
August 31th    Ruth Yanagi and Ruth H. 

  
Thank you all  !!! 

  
The summer is over now and the church is back to the regular schedule.   The Fellowship Time will be 
served, as always.  We are again asking you to volunteer to serve as hostess/host for the coming 
year.    There is a sign-up sheet on the partition near the serving table.  Won't you please check to see 
what Sunday will be good for you?? 
   
The Hospitality Committee: 
      Charlotte Eichner, Ruth Yanagi, Carolyn Keating and Ruth Hattori 

 
 

  



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
MISSION COMMITTEE 
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Friendship Circle 

Meeting will be Thursday September 18, 2008 
at Joyce Barden's Home 

56 Poor Street 
Andover, MA 

2:00PM 

All ladies of the church and their friends are welcome! 
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 Jane Gutoski 

Territory Manager  
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Communities Together – People of faith touching lives! 

 
COMMUNITIES TOGETHER 
Fifth Annual Prayer Shawl Tea  
 
Communities Together will sponsor the Fifth Annual Prayer Shawl Tea at First-Calvary Bapt ist 
Church, 586 Massachusetts Avenue, North Andover on Wednesday, September 24, 2008 from 
2:00 to 3:30 p.m. Please join us for tea and pastry as we celebrate the Prayer Shawl Ministry in this 
area, offer shawls for a blessing by clergy, honor knitting groups, and share stories of how the shawls 
touch lives. Knitters, crotchetier, clergy, shawl recipients, supporters, and those interested in learning 
more are welcome. This event is free and open to the public. Please RSVP by Monday morning, 
September 22 to Barbara at Communities Together at (978) 686-4012 or email Barbara at 

   SCOTT SEZ..................... 
     I hope you are saving the morning of NOVEMBER 8 for our visioning gathering. THIS WILL 
BE ONE OF OUR MOST IMPORTANT MEETINGS SO FAR.  It is time for Forest Street Union 
Church to determine what kind of church and what size church the people want it to be. We 
have hired Alice Mann of the Alban Institute in Washington to lead the meeting. Alice is a very 
accomplished leader who some of us have already experienced. 
     PLEASE PLAN TO BE THERE! 
. 



CTstaff@conversent.net. We need volunteers to bake finger desserts for this  event!  Please let 
Communities Together know if you can help. We hope to see many of you there. 
Prayer Shawls  
 
Communities Together is pleased to report that more beautiful shawls brought to our office by knitters 
at Forest Street Union Church in Methuen  were delivered to the Pastoral Care Department at 
Lawrence General Hospital  and to chaplains at Merrimack Valley Hospice . We also commend the 
many knitting groups who continue to distribute their shawls and other items directly to various 
organizations and agencies serving those in need. Faith Lutheran Church in Andover  and St. 
Augustine Parish in Andover both also supply shawls to Lawrence General Hospital.  

BOOKS: Conversations with the principal of the children’s elementary school about our teen 
readers have made us aware that many of the children living at Hancock Courts do not have 
books at home. Therefore, we are going to begin collecting gently-used books that can be 
distributed to all children at the elementary school for permanent use in their homes. If any of 
you have books suitable for children in first throu gh fifth grade that you can donate for 
this purpose,  please contact us.��

 


