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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK................

Dear Friends in Christ,

This past Sunday, October 26, the lectionary cédlethe piece from Matthew where the
Pharisees test Jesus by asking him which commandmentevgeeatest. And, of course, the answer
is to love God with all your heart and mind and soul, tandve your neighbor as yourself.

| took that opportunity to say that | felt Jesus wagmgahat the most important thing in life is
relationships. Nothing else is lasting. Nothing else gifesé¢al meaning. When | am put into the
ground my MasterCard won't of any help and the only thiagrttatters will be the relationships |
have had with family and friends and co-workers, anda@aibewith our ultimate Friend, God. So
we would be wise to be working on our ‘friendly bear" attitudes.

We had as our guest that morning the Rev. Camdbdd-Lyon, our area Conference Minister.
She was here to bring greetings from the Conferendear sister churches in the Andover
Association. Her presence was a reminder of thetifat as a church we are in relationship with
other churches, joining together to do God's good work@kdep the things of Divine Order in just
that.... Divine Order.

On November 8, as we meet to consider wherewledre right now and to begin to look ahead
at what the future can hold for this church. May itrbghie spirit of Divine Order.
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Liturgists
are needed to read at Sunday service.
Please sign up
on the sheet on the board
outside the sanctuary.

\We need your voice!

FROM THE DEACON'S CLOSET
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From The Deacons



November 2

NOVEMBER 9

NOVEMBER 16

NOVEMBER 23

NOVEMBER 30
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Communion Sunday

Best Wishes

Food Cart

Scripture for the Day: Matthew 23:1-12
Sermon: " Keeping Up Appearances"
Liturgist: Elaine Thibeault-Vandette
Witnessing Steward: Kasey Walko

Scripture for the Day: Matthew 25:1-13
Sermon: "Looking Down the Road"
Liturgist: Nancy Pollock

Witnessing Steward: Nancy Pollock
Pledges during Worship

Scripture for the Day: Matthew 25:14-30
Sermon: "Are You Living too Cautiously? "
Liturgist: Steve Steiner

Witnessing Steward:

Pledges during Worship

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY - CELEBRATION DINNER
Scripture for the Day: Deuteronomy 8:7-18

Sermon: " Unhappy? Give Thanks!"

Liturgist:

FIRST SUNDAY of ADVENT

Scripture for the Day: Mark 13:33-37

Sermon: "You better Watch Out!"

Liturgist:



Communities Together, Inc.
People of faith touching lives!

The quarterly meeting of the Board of Directors & Dekes was held on Thursday, Octobet. 25
Reports were given on the continued success of programs: Siglvia Robinson, chaplain to nursing
homes in Greater Lawrence; Rev. Mike Shirley, lmdshe radio ministry; and Betsy Ojeda, Children’s
Outreach Director at Hancock Projects. Mike Shirtegntioned that last week the program, which airs
at 11 AM every Wednesday on WCCM 1110 AM, featured our Barbaxgsland Sue Richards, Co-
Coordinator of the Pumpkin Patch at First United MeistoGhurch in Portsmouth, NH who talked
about our Pumpkin Patch and the connection with the Nawmdjars in New Mexico.

Dave Edwards, Executive Director, reported that th@@ay is having a serious impact. By cutting
office and staff hours, and moving the office to Southg@egational Church in Lawrence they are
hoping to reduce administrative costs for the rest ofyébés by about $2300 a month without affecting
programming. However, the financial support of churchesratidduals is needed more than ever.
Betsy Ojeda provided a “wish list” of items needed for fker @chool program at Hancock Projects,
which | have given to the Mission Committee.

All the programs of Communities Together directly impet quality of life for individuals in Greater
Lawrence.

Fran Lajoie
Delegate

[ Wisk,..

Council Meeting
November 10, 2008
7:00PM

Looking forward to seeing someone from every commit tee at the meeting.

Nancy Pollock, Moderator
978-681-8976 or nancyandjim95@comcast.net



MISSION COMMITTEE:
The mission committee has been busy sending funds to:

September October

Church World Services: $200.00 Bread & Roses $300.00
Salem Animal Rescue $200.00 Neighbors In Need $300.00
Children of the Prairie $150.00 Friendship Circle/ bears  $100.00
Ecclesia Ministries $100.00 Communities Together $200.00
Neighbors In Need $300.00 Foster Kids of MValley $200.00
MSPCA, Methuen $200.00 For Our Troops $200.00
Mass. Conference, UCC $750.00

Perkins School for the Blind $300.00 $1300.00

$2200.00

MISSION COMMITTEE will be packing items to be sent to the troops at the Monday
November 24, 2008 at the Church at 2:00PM.



CORE COMMITTEE:
“ABOUT ALICE MANN”

Our planning and visioning consultant for NOVEMBERZ08

Excerpted from “The Alban Institute” *

“Alice Mann is a senior consultant with the Albantlhge. Before joining the staff of the Alban
Institute Alice Mann served for two decades in the duakrofdocal pastor and nationally recognized
consultant-trainer in the field of congregational develept, with emphasis on incorporating new
members, redeveloping struggling congregations, defininggtaly roles in growth and revitalization,
breaking through size plateaus, and deepening parish spiyitudhe engages large and small groups in
practical learning and candid conversation about tbe&eh church leaders face today.”

Philosophy of Practice: Faithful, Holistic, Custondzand Learning*

Areas of Focus are: Congregational Development, Rigramd Visioning, Staff Teambuilding,
Supervision and Management *

Education

B.A., University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

M. Div., Philadelphia Divinity School, Pennsylvania

M.A., English/Creative Writing, Temple University, Ridelphia, Pennsylvania

*For additional information go to www.alban.org

CORE COMMITTEE NEWS - SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER 8 " 2008

The date for the planning and visioning process for ALL dinanembers of Forest Street Union Church
is fast approaching. The Core Committee sincerelysthat you have ‘saved the date’

Leadership for this process will be provided by seniosathant with the Alban Institute, Alice Mann*
see related article “About Alice Mann”

ON SATURDAY MORNING NOVEMBER 8 " 2008

FORMAT FOR THE MORNING

7" 17" (( —a pancake breakfast will be served in the
vestry.

Pancakes will NOT be served after 8:30am in prepar&bio

The planning and visioning program to begin PROMPTLY at 9:00AM in
Fellowship Hall

Opening with abbreviated worship with Rev Scott (10 Min)
Core Committee/survey update Ed McKenzie, Trudi Driscoll (10 Min)
Planning and Visioning Program led by Alice Mann

Mid-way morning refreshment break — (feel free to bring a favorite
coffee time item to share) coffee will be provided.

Closing as close to 12:00 NOON as the spirit moves.



FUNDRAISING REPORT:
October is coming to an end.
The pumpkins will soon be gone from the church lawn.

We want to thank everybody who worked to make it a success.
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We need your help

* Promote the supper to your friends
*Put up flyers around town
*Bake pies or other deserts
*Help with food preparation
*Help serving and waiting on people at the supper
* Help with set up and clean up

Call Sparky Watts (978-688-7871)
Barbara Lewis (978-975-2415)
Or sign up in the vestry

Friendship Circle

Meeting will beThursday November 20, 2008
at Joyce Barden's Home
56 Poor Street
Andover, MA
2:00PM
All ladies of the church and their friends are welcome!




Coawveight\Wwatchers

our lose for good program s all done at weight watchers. | put all the food  in the
shopping cart in the church. Thank you so much for allowing us to be a part of
your food donation program. We had to weigh all the food and the total pounds

of food donated by members was 115 pounds.

Thanks again
Kim Catizone
Weight watchers
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POINT TO PONDER.......
If you are headed in the wrong direction,
God encourages U turns

% &
The Hospitality Committee

Charlotte Eichner, Ruth Yanagi, Carolyn Keating and Ruth Hattori







