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MARCH 2009

Dear Friends in Christ.
     A woman had been getting swamped with calls from strangers because a medical billing service had
launched an 800 number that was similar to hers. When she called to complain, she was told to get a
new number.

    She replied. "I've had my number for twenty years. Couldn't you change yours?" They refused so she
said, "Fine. From now on, I am going to tell everyone who calls that their account is paid in full." The
company got a new number the next day.

     The message of the empty cross and the empty tomb is that our account is paid in full. What a
wonderful thing! But we dare not forget the price that was paid. Jesus asked that in response to the
sacrifice that he made, we might deny ourselves and pick up our cross.

     There are many ways we can do that but some of the ways Forest Street Church is offering for
denial and service is bringing underwear and diapers for children (and adults) at the homeless shelters
and other centers. You can make an increased effort to contribute to our packages for the troops. You
can fill up one of the Lenten coin folders.

     You can spend more time in prayer and Bible-reading. You can attend the noontime Lenten services
sponsored by Communities Together. You can join the study group which will meet on Sundays at
11:30 following fellowship time.

     Hopefully, you will use the days of Lent to consider the meaning of the cross in your

lives.                                                                      Yours in His service,                                     

 Scott
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All the Sunday's of Lent are UNDIES Sunday's.

You are encouraged to bring in new underwear 

for children &adults.

There will be a box outside the sanctuary near the elevator for this collection!

THANK YOU

Council Meeting

March 16, 2009

7:00PM

Looking forward to seeing someone from every commit tee at the meeting. 

Nancy Pollock, Moderator
978-681-8976 or nancyandjim95@comcast.net

Liturgists

are needed to read at Sunday service.  
Please sign up

 on the sheet on the board
in the vestry.

We need your voice!



Friendship Circle

March 19, 2009
at Joyce Barden's home

56 Poor Street
Andover, MA

2:00PM
All ladies of the church and their friends are welcome!
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�Did you know that the Lenten custom of sharing pretzels originated in the Middle Ages?  Since
pretzel dough contained no eggs, milk, or fat it could be eaten during Lent.  Monks formed the
dough to look like arms folded in prayer.  They then gave them to children as a reward for
learning their prayers.  On the first Sunday of Lent our church school students will be making
their Lenten pledges and then will make homemade pretzels.
    March 15 is Friend Sunday.  We invite everyone to bring a friend to church for worship, fun,
fellowship, and of course, ice cream sundaes!

MARCH 15, 2009
Please invite a friend to come to 

WORSHIP.
Our young people will be inviting friends and treating them 

to Ice Cream Sundaes.

Let's all make an effort and make it a 
TRUE BRING A FRIEND SUNDAY!

POINT TO PONDER.........
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NEW MEMBERS MARCH 29

If you are interested in becoming a member Please speak with Scott.

We receive new members on March 29, 2009.

Study Group During Lent

Parables

The study is open to adults, teenagers and

older youth.  We will examine several of

Jesus' Parables by reading the story,

watching a short video and discussing the

application of the Parable to "modern" living.

The sessions will begin at approximately

11:30AM on Sunday's beginning March 1 and

will end at 12:15PM.
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March 1   FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

Communion Sunday, Food Cart

Best Wishes

       Scripture for the Day: Genesis 9:8-15

 Sermon:  "Rainbows and Roses"



Liturgist: Sean Davis

          

March 8 SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

Scripture for the Day: Mark 8:31-38

Sermon: "Bad Bargains "

      Liturgist: Sparky Watts

         

March 15 THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

Scripture for the Day: Exodus 20:1-17

Sermon: "Etched In Stone "

Liturgist: Kim Walko

March 22 FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Scripture for the Day: John 3:14-21

Sermon: "What Are Our Snakes? " 

Mary-Ann Thibeault-Vandette

Liturgist: Rev. Scott Raeburn 

Anthem by The "Note-Ables"

March 29 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Scripture for the Day: Psalm 51

Sermon: "The Heart of the Matter "

Liturgist: Elaine Thibeault-Vandette

MISSION COMMITTEE

WE HAD 3 MISSIONS THIS MONTH:

TIP 300.00.

SPECIAL OLMYPICS OF MASS . 100.00.



SCOTT, DISC. FUND, 1000.00.

Thank You

Helen

 

FROM THE DEACON'S CLOSET
Deacon’s welcomed our newest member David Vose – to a 3year term. His nomination by the

nominating committee was presented to Council at the February meeting who voted to approve the

nomination.   Jim Hathaway was appointed by the council to fill the remaining 1-year remaining term of

Mary Campbell’s.  

There is 1 remaining opening for a 3-year term on the Diaconate.  Please speak to any member of the

nominating committee (Jim Elliott, Fran Lajoie, Joyce Barden, Jim Hathaway or Trudi Driscoll) if you

would like to volunteer for that term.

We wish to commend the 2 members of the Confirmation Class (and their leadership) as they assisted

Mary-Ann Thibeault-Vandette with the prayer service at Berkeley St Home in Lawrence on Sunday

afternoon, the 15th of Feb. Becky Smeltzer and Sean Davis both participated with readings (as did

deacon, Robin LaTorre –well done Robin).  Following the service valentines that the Sunday School

made were distributed to the residents of the home. The smiles of pleasure and a few tears of joy that

the cards brought were “worth 1000 words”.  Thank you – 

Deacon’s who assisted Pastor Scott Raeburn with Communion at Berkeley St home on Sunday Feb 1st

were Barry Reich and Clyde Watts.   – Thank you for your contribution of time 

Our green stewardship – anticipating the 350 bell rings on children’s Sunday in June is underway.

Deacon’s will host the 22nd Feb coffee hour and present a short Green Stewardship program. How can

we improve on our recycling, the use of biodegradable products and become, in our way – better

‘stewards’ in our environment both as a congregation and for those who utilize the church facilities.

The Active/inactive membership list is under review and should be completed at the March Deacon’s

meeting.  

- The new Memorial Wish List –board so nicely refinished by Jim Hathaway and beautifully Stenciled by

Carolyn McDougall – will be ready for placement shortly.  The wish list is comprised of items, needed

for the sanctuary that can be given as memorials.



 Please speak to either Pastor Scott Raeburn or one of the Deacons if you wish to have a memorial gift

made to the Church either from funds already given in memory of your loved one – or a separate gift for

an item listed.  

CORE COMMITTEE:

CORE COMMITTEE time – line is on track currently 

Feb - Completing the Church History – Short Form

With a document that can be given to any perspective candidate for pastor. Also to

Facilitate the work of the Pastoral Search Committee with existing data and documentation of where we

have emanated from and who we are. We are grateful for the additional pictures and information that

we have received from Shirley Eaton, Joyce Barden and Charlotte Eichner. 

MARCH -Revision of membership list – The membership list, currently being updated by the

Deacon’s will be forwarded to Core Committee Meeting in March and subsequently forwarded to the

April Council meeting.

APRIL – MAY - Develop a job description – Implement a salary structure - working with the treasurer

and any interested parish members – several workshops after Easter dates to be announced.

---- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- -----
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The Hospitality Committee  

Our many thanks to all hosted the Fellowship Time this past month.  Our thanks

to many of you that have brought refreshments,  even if you weren't signed up for a



Sunday. 

    February  1st:     Ruth Yanagi and Ruth Hattori

                      8th:     Barbara Lewis

                    15th:     Charlotte Eichner and Carolyn Keating

                    22nd:    Deacons  -   Green Sunday

 

Have you hosted the Fellowship Time lately ?  We'd love to have you 

volunteer.  The sign-up sheet is on the partition by the refreshment

table.  Won't you sign up for a Sunday  ??      Thank you  !

 

                            * * * * * * * ** *


