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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK................

Dear Friends in Christ,
     Christmas decorations have been in the stores since before Halloween, at
leas that was true at WalMart. Christmas is a lot of fun and I enjoy the
decorations, except for putting the lights on the Christmas tree. Somehow that
job always fell to me and then the rest of the family put on the rest.
     Taking the strings of lights out of the box they would be tangled so you had
to untangle them. Some would be broken and need replacing. Once you got a
string on the tree there would always be one or two not lighting even though
they had been fine just before. Then there were the strings of little lights that
blinked on and off in sections. You'd get them on and one of the sections
would stop working.
     It occurs to me that some Christians are like those Christmas
lights....working sometimes and not others. Or letting our responsibilities slip
so there is a blank space in the church. This is the season of light and we are
called to let our light so shine that there is a complete and functioning "tree" in
God's kingdom. May this advent truly bless and light up our individual lives and
this church.
 
                                                                                               Scott



Liturgists 
are needed to read at Sunday service.  

Please sign up
 on the sheet on the board

outside the sanctuary.

We need your voice!

December 7 Budget Meeting

December 14 Pot Luck All Church Party

Gifts for Others

December 21 Children's Christmas Pageant

December 24 Candles and Carols

To Analog Devices of Wilmington, MA for the hat and mitten

donations that went to Bread and Roses.
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FROM THE DEACON'S CLOSET

“Decorating the Sanctuary and wreath hanging on the 6th of

December”.

If anyone, child or adult, is interested in ringing  the church bell on a

Sunday morning please let Trudi or Jim Hathaway kno w.  You will need to

be here at church no later than 9:45AM.

POINT TO PONDER.........
Be kinder than necessary because everyone you meet is

fighting some kind of battle!
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December 7   Communion Sunday

Best Wishes

 Food Cart

       Scripture for the Day: Isaiah 40:1-5, Mark 1:1-8

 Sermon:  "Blue Christmas "

 Liturgist: Ben Walko

         

December 14 Gifts for Others

Scripture for the Day: John 1:19-28

Sermon: " This Little light of Mine"

      Liturgist: 

Pot-Luck Church Family Party

         

December 21 Children's Christmas Pageant

Scripture for the Day: 

         

December 24      CHRISTMAS EVE

Lessons and Carols and Candles

December28

Scripture for the Day:

Sermon: " "

Liturgist:

No Church School



Council Meeting

December 8, 2008

7:00PM

Looking forward to seeing someone from every commit tee at the meeting. 

Nancy Pollock, Moderator
978-681-8976 or nancyandjim95@comcast.net 

PLEASE be as generous as possible in 

December.  Our local food pantries are in great nee d!

   SCOTT SEZ.....................I am deeply grateful for all the prayers and
expressions of concern during my recent cardiac "scare".  This truly is a
family that cares about each other.  Fortunately the outcome of my stress
test and cardiac cath indicate I will be fine with medication.  There is no
need for anything invasive.

God Bless You!



MISSION COMMITTEE:
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GIFTS for OTHERS

On December 14, 2008 we will collect gifts for others.  Again this year we will provide Christmas
gifts for four families at the shelter run by the Women's Resource Center 

of the Merrimack Valley. 

There is a list posted in the vestry if you would like to support someone specific this Christmas
season.  Please sign up so we know who is taken care of.

Any gifts that come in on that day that are not designated will be distributed among other local
charities.

 



CORE COMMITTEE:

The visioning meeting was a great success from the pancake breakfast – to closing

Thank you Elaine and Nancy for breakfast – and to all who brought our coffee break items.

We sincerely thank all who were able to be there for the open, honest and heartfelt
participation.

The Core committee has taken into consideration all aspects of what was learned. 

And will make it’s recommendation for the plan ahead to the council meeting on December
8th  .

The goals will then be presented at the annual congregational meeting on January 25th.

The next Core Committee meeting will be held on MONDAY Dec. 29th  at 7PM.

The Committee invites any member of the congregation to attend their meetings.

We wish everyone a blessed Christmas Season.

FUNDRAISING REPORT: 

The fundraising committee wishes to thank everyone for their help minding the Pumpkin patch.

Barbara Barbieri Lori Bertrand Coreen  & Kevin Zacharais  

George & Trudi Driscoll Friday Girl Scouts  Jim Hathaway & Nancy Pollock

Mary Hildebrant Tom Gregg Mike Conroy

Fran Lajoie Barbara Leonhart Ed  MacKenzie

Bill MacKenzie Ray & Helen Otis Linda Ostawski, Senior Center

Scott Raeburn    Joe Peters Theresa Robinson, Senior Center

Barry Reich Nicholas Walko Frank & Debra, Hannah & Abby Sapienza

Leslie Scholtz Jeff, Cherie & Rebecca Smeltzer Elaine Thibeault-Vandette

Clyde (Sparky) Watts

If We have forgotten anyone please let us know and we will gladly mention you in our next newsletter!

With heart warming thanks.

Your Fundraising Committee



Friendship Circle
Christmas Party Thursday December 18, 2008

at Joyce Barden's Home
56 Poor Street
Andover, MA

Dinner at12:00 noon
All ladies of the church and their friends are welcome!

Please call Joyce and let her know if you plan to attend.
978-470-0373
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                           THE FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE  REPORT 

The Fellowship Committee wants to thank everyone who has hosted the Fellowship Time
the past couple of months, providing hot coffee and yummy refreshments,  a time to stop
and chat with friends.   

 Thank you to:

    October   5th:  Stacy, Anna and Nina Brown

                  12th:  Sunday School

                  19th:  Nancy Pollock and Jim Hathaway

                  26th:  Missions Committee

    November    2nd:    Charlotte Eichner, Ruth Yanagi, and Carolyn Keating

                        9th:      Ruth Hattori and Carolyn Keating

POINT TO PONDER.........
If you are headed in the wrong direction,

God encourages U turns.



                      16th:      Diaconate

                      23rd:     Celebration Stewardship Dinner, 

   Hosted by the Stewardship Committee

                      30th:      Missions Committee

 Won't you sign up to host a Sunday in the month of December ?    Share a few moments
with friends with a hot cup of hot coffee and goodies, before going out into the cold.

 Have a safe and wonderful Holiday Season !!!    

            

The Fellowship Committee
 
             Charlotte Eichner, Ruth Yanagi, Carolyn Keating and Ruth Hattori




